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NEWS DEPARTMENT 



Two Remarkable Pioneers 

The recent tragic death of Thomas W. Prosch has called forth 
sympathy and regrets from many sources, notably from two remarkable 
pioneers. He was helping each to keep alive their interest in the history 
of the long ago and to write their memories of those days. In this Quar- 
terly, Volume V, Number 4 (October, 1914), page 321, there was 
printed an unsigned article by Mr. Prosch giving a brief sketch of Major 
Junius Thomas Turner of Washington, D. C, who was then in his eighty- 
eighth year. In this issue there appears a short article by Major Turner. 
In sending the manuscript, he said it was begun at the request of Mr. 
Prosch, whose, death he mourned sincerely. As will be seen by reference 
to Major Turner's article, he has prepared "Memoirs" which are to be 
published after his death. 

The other pioneer is General James C. Strong, of 268 Jayne Street, 
Oakland, California. He also mourned the death of Mr. Prosch, who 
had been trying in vain to aid the passage of a pension bill for General 
Strong in the last Congress. Unlike Major Turner, General Strong has 
already published his memoirs, a slender but very interesting volume on 
the cover of which appears: "Biographical Sketch of General James 
Clark Strong, Written by Himself." 

Here may be found his experiences in Oregon before the creation of 
Washington Territory and then in that new Territory where he fought in 
the Indian War and held public office. Later he fought in the Civil War, 
where he received some wounds from which he is still suffering. Born on 
May 6, 1826, he is now in his ninetieth year, though his mind and mem- 
ory are as clear as if he were but half that age. 

For us in the State of Washington one of the most interesting items 
of his long and eventful career is the fact that he is probably the last 
survivor of the first Legislative session of Washington Territory. Within 
that fact there is a double tragedy seldom recalled in these later times. 

The House Journal of that first session of 1 854 shows on page 7 the 
name of Jehu Scudder as Representative from Pacific County. On page 
11 it is shown that Representative Scudder was absent from the first day's 
session when the temporary organization of the House was being made. 
Still his name was kept on the standing committees, as shown on page 1 3. 
On March 2 official notice was taken of Mr. Scudder's death and the 
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next day suitable resolutions were adopted. The first Representative of 
Pacific County, therefore, did not live to take the oath of office. 

The second tragedy is revealed on pages 81 and 83 of the Journal. 
On March 29 report was made that Henry Fiester had been elected and 
a committee of three escorted him forward to take the oath of office. On 
the next morning the reading of the journal was dispensed with and resolu- 
tions were at once adopted expressing sympathy for the death of Henry 
Fiester and arranging for the funeral. Thus the second Representative 
of Pacific County died before completing a single day of service. 

On page 97, the record of the afternoon of April 14 shows that 
James C. Strong appeared as Representative from Pacific County and 
the oath of office was administered to him by the Secretary of the Terri- 
tory. Mr. Strong served for the balance of the session and so far as 
known he is the very last survivor of either Council or House. 

For the help of any who may be able to check the list for any other 
possible survivor the roster is here given: 

Members of the Council: — Clarke County, Daniel F. Bradford, 
William H. Tappan; Island and Jefferson Counties, William T. Say- 
ward; Lewis and Pacific Counties, Seth Catlin, Henry Miles; Pierce and 
King Counties, Lafayette Balch, George N. McConaha; Thurston Coun- 
ty, Benjamin F. Yantis, Daniel R. Bigelow. 

Members of the House of Representatives :— Clarke County, An- 
drew J. Bolon, John D. Biles, F. A. Chenoweth, Henry R. Crosbie, A. 
Lee Lewis; Island County, Samuel D. Howe; Jefferson County, Daniel 
F. Brownfield; King County, Arthur A. Denny; Lewis County, H. D. 
Huntington, John R. Jackson; Pacific County, James C. Strong; Pierce 
County, John M. Chapman, Henry C. Moseley, L. F. Thompson; Thurs- 
ton County, Leonard D. Durgin, Calvin H. Hale, David Shelton, Ira 
Ward. 

Several of those pioneers were alive when the Territory became a 
State in I 889, but only one of them, L. F. Thompson of Pierce County, 
had the honor of serving in both the first session of the Territorial and the 
first session of the State Legislatures. 



Panama-Pacific Historical Congress 

In San Francisco, Berkeley, and Palo Alto, California, from July 
19 to 23, there will be held the most important historical convention ever 
held on the Pacific Coast of America. The Congress will be participated 
in by three organizations — The American Historical Association, the 
American Asiatic Association and the Asiatic Institute. Elaborate prep- 
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arations have been made for the entertainment of the delegates from for- 
eign countries and the participants in the programmes. 

The topics to be discussed have to do with the Pacific Ocean and 
the countries bordering its shores. On the first morning the American- 
Asiatic Association will discuss the "Relations of China and the United 
States." The Asiatic Institute will discuss "Chinese History and the 
Relations of China with the Pacific Ocean," under the direction of Mr. 
Frederick McCormick, secretary of the Asiatic Institute. In the evening, 
Mr. Willard Straight, President of the American Asiatic Association and 
of the Asiatic Institute, will deliver an address on "Asiatic Interests in 
the Pacific Ocean." 

On the morning of Tuesday, July 20, all three organizations will 
discuss "The Philippine Island and Their History as a Part of the History 
of the Pacific Ocean Area, Under Spain and the United States," under 
the direction of Professor David P. Barrows of the University of Cali- 
fornia, Director of Education in the Philippine Islands from 1 903 to 
1 909. In the evening, Professor Henry Morse Stephens of the University 
of California, President of the American Historical Association, will de- 
liver an address on "The Conflict of European Nations in the Pacific 
Ocean." 

On July 21, the themes for discussion will be: "The Northwestern 
States, British Columbia, and Alaska, in Their Relations with the Pa- 
cific Ocean," under the direction of Professor Joseph Schafer of the 
University of Oregon. The afternoon session will deal with "Spanish 
America and the Pacific Ocean," under the direction of Professor Herbert 
E. Bolton of the University of California. In the evening, Senor Don 
Rafael Altamira, Professor of American Institutions in the University of 
Madrid, Spain, will deliver an address on "Spain and the Pacific Ocean." 

The sessions of July 22 will be held at the University of California, 
Berkeley. In the morning the theme will be "Exploration of the North- 
ern Pacific Ocean and Settlement of California," under the direction of 
Professor Frderick J. Teggart of the University of California. In the 
afternoon, the California History Teachers' Association will discuss "The 
Teaching of History in Schools," under the direction of Professor William 
A. Morris of the University of California, and of Professor Henry L. 
Cannon of Stanford University. In the evening, at San Francisco, Hon- 
orable John F. Davis, President of the Native Sons of the Golden West, 
will deliver an address on "The History of California." 

The sessions of Friday, July 23, will be held at Stanford University, 
Palo Alto. The morning subject will be "Australasia and the Further 
East in Their Relations with the Pacific Ocean," under the direction of 
Professor Payson J. Treat of Stanford University. In the afternoon, un- 
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der the same direction, the theme will be "The History of Japan and Its 
Relations with the Pacific Ocean." In the evening, at San Francisco, 
Mr. Rudolph J. Taussig, Secretary of the Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition, will give an address on "The History of the Panama Canal 
and Its Significance in the History of the Pacific Ocean." 



A Vancouver Memorial Tablet 

The Marcus Whitman Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, on June 4, 1915, unveiled a bronze memorial tablet at Everett. The 
simple but effective inscription includes these words: "On the beach near 
this spot Vancouver landed June 4, 1 792." The granite boulder and 
bronze tablet thus mark the place where Vancouver landed and took 
possession of the land in the name of his king, George III of England, all 
in celebration of the king's birthday. 

The celebration of the unveiling was elaborate and interesting. 
Choruses were sung by school children, addresses were made by Mayor 
Clay, Superintendent Frazier, Mrs. Angie Burt Bowden, State Regent of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution, and others. 



Notable Relay Courses in History 

The Department of History in the University of California is tak- 
ing advantage of the attractiveness of the Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition. The head of the Department is Professor Henry Morse 
Stephens, who is also President of the American Historical Association. 
His was the organizing spirit of the Historical Congress. 

The Summer Session at the University of California, always attractive, 
is doubly so this year for historians, because of two great relay courses. 
History 102, American History, is begun by Professor Frederick J. Turner, 
formerly of Wisconsin, but now of Harvard. From June 2 1 to July I his 
lectures dealt with the "Study and Sources of the History of the Westward 
Movement in America." From July 6 to 1 5 the course will be conducted 
by Professor J. Franklin Jameson, Director of Historical Research in the 
Carnegie Institution of Washington and Managing Editor of the American 
Historical Review. His theme will be "Development and Organization of 
Historical Studies in America." He will be followed by professor Max 
Farrand, formerly of Stanford, but now of Yale, who will discuss, July 
19 to 28, "Political and Social Conditions in the United States One 
Hundred years Ago." 

The other relay is called History 1 03, European History. It was 
opened by Professor Stephens himself who dealt with "The Rise of Nation- 
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ality in Europe" in lectures June 21 to July 1. He will be followed by 
Professor Charles H. Haskins of Harvard, July 6 to 15, on "The 
Normans in Europe." The third in this group is Professor George Lincoln 
Burr of Cornell, who will discuss, July 19 to 28, "Europe in the 
Middle Ages." 

These leaders will hold conferences twice each week for graduate 
students. Besides these remarkably attractive courses, work is offered in 
Ancient, English and American History by Professors Herbert E. Bolton, 
Eugene I. McCormac, William A. Morris and Richard F. Scholz of the 
University of California Faculty. 



Marking Yakima Historic Sites e 

The Sons of the American Revolution and the Daughters of the 
American Revolution are planning to place bronze tablets on basaltic 
columns to mark two historic sites in the Yakima Valley. One site is 
where Captain Wilder of Major Haller's command was killed by the 
Indians in 1 855. The other is where Indian Agent A. J. Bolon was killed 
by the Indians in 1855. The latter incident was the spark that kindled 
the conflagration known as the Indian War of 1855. 

The patriotic societies have had the aid of the scout and writer L. 
V. McWhorter in picking out the exact spots. The Indians who took 
part in the killing have all gone to the happy hunting grounds, but Mr. 
McWhorter got his information from the oldest Indians and is confident 
that it is correct. This worthy work is in line with similar plans in other 
parts of the State. 



Flag Day Celebrations 

Flag Day, June 14, was celebrated with unusual fervor this year. 
The principal address in Seattle was delivered by General Hazard Stevens 
of Olympia. He is a notable pioneer in his own right and he is especially 
interesting also because as a boy of thirteen be accompanied his father, 
Isaac I. Stevens, on treaty-making expeditions to the Indians in 1 854 and 
1855. The father was then serving as the first Governor of Washington 
Territory. Hazard was later a member of his father's staff in the Civil 
War and was severely wounded in the Battle of Chantilly where the father 
was killed. 



Pioneer Association of the State of Washington 
The most notable event at the annual meeting of the Pioneer As- 
sociation of the State of Washington, in Seattle June 1 and 2, was the 
change in the Secretaryship. Edgar Bryan had served so faithfully for 
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more than a dozen years that he was expected to continue in the office 
for life. He rebelled, said he wanted some time to visit at the reunions 
and refused reelection. Thomas H. Cann was elected in his place. 
William M. Calhoun was reelected Treasurer. The old trustees were re- 
elected and James McCoombs was chosen on the board to succeed Mr. 
Cann. William H. Pumphrey was elected President and Edmond S. 
Meany, Vice President. 

Samuel L. Crawford, the retiring President, being prevented by 
illness from attending the meeting, sent an address which was read for 
him and the Association sent a committee to his bedside with greetings. 

The attendance was larger than usual and all enjoyed the addresses, 
music, and especially the hours of visiting at the reunion. 



